
Training

If accepted into 
the program in 
your county, you 
will attend an 
orientation  class, 
followed by the 
training  course. 
Classes are taught 
by Extension 

Service staff, local experts and Certified 
Master Gardener Volunteers.  Cost is 
$55.00. 

The program offers a minimum  of 40 hours 
of instruction  that covers topics including 
lawn care;  ornamental  trees and shrubs, 
insect, disease, and weed management; soils 
and plant nutrition, vegetable  gardening, 
home fruit production, garden flowers, and 
water conservation. 

You will gain access to the Extension 
Gardener Handbook online as a valuable 
tool in helping solve plant problems.  

Volunteer Commitment 

Once you successfully 
complete  the training 
program and pass the 
final exam, you will 
begin a one year 
volunteer  internship. 
You will be required 
to complete  40 hours 
of volunteer service 

and submit those onto the Extension Master 
Gardener intranet.   During your internship, 
you will learn even more about plants and 
people.

Upon completing your Internship Volunteer 
service, you will become a Certified  Master 
Gardener Volunteer.  In subsequent years, 
you will then be required to complete  and 
submit 20 Volunteer hours and 10 Education 
hours annually to remain certified. 

Extension Master Gardener Volunteers 
function as resource individuals for 
horticultural  questions in their local 
communities. Their efforts serve to multiply 
the capabilities of county educators. 

What Are the Types of Volunteer 
Activities?

● diagnosing plant, insect, and disease
problems

● staffing plant clinics  and educational
exhibits

● operating  a telephone  hotline  in your
local  county Extension center

● designing a demonstration or
community  garden

● giving lectures  on various gardening
topics

● bringing the joys of gardening to
senior citizens  or young families.

Extension Master Gardener volunteers are 
representatives of the N. C. Cooperative 
Extension Service. In all volunteer  work 
related to the program, EMG volunteers 
follow the research-based recommendations 
of the Cooperative Extension Service. The 
title,  “Extension  Master Gardener 
Volunteer” can be used by volunteers only 
when engaging in Extension 
Service-sponsored activities. 

Who Can Become an Extension 
Master Gardener Volunteer? 

Individuals with an interest  in both 
gardening and volunteer service are 
potential candidates for the program. No 
previous formal training  is necessary. 

This program does not discriminate  in 
regard to race, color, national  origin, sex, 
age, or disability.  Resources, however, limit 
the number of people that can be accepted. 
Applications  are screened to select the best 
candidates to perform the volunteer staff 
needs of the local Cooperative Extension 
Service Center. 



 "Why Should I Become a Master 
Gardener Volunteer?"

You will become knowledgeable  about a 
wide array of gardening subjects. The 
practical training  is designed to increase 
your confidence  and horticultural  skills, 
enabling  you to assist the public with 
questions and problems involved with 
gardening. Volunteer service helps your 
community  and you derive the pleasure and 
reward of working with others who share 
your interests. 

Volunteers also participate in advanced 
Master Gardener training  classes and field 
trips. Developing new ways to participate 
assures you that the learning  process and the 
opportunity for satisfaction never ends. 

“How do I get started?” 
The first step in applying to the Extension 
Master Gardener Program is submitting an 
application.   Applications can be found on NC 
County Extension websites.  The Agent 
responsible for coordination of the program 
will contact  you regarding the next scheduled  
course.  Course scheduling is determined  by 
Agents and based solely on their availability  
within the scope of their entire  Horticulture 
Program. 

Upon acceptance into the program, you will be 
required to attend  an Orientation  class to 
further familiarize  you with the Master 
Gardener Volunteer Program, ensuring your 
experience  will be all you envisioned! 

In Gaston County contact 
Julie Flowers, Horticulture  Agent 

704-922-2104
julie_flowers@ncsu.edu 
https://gaston.ces.ncsu.edu

https://www.ces.ncsu.edu/gastonmgapplication/ 
https://www.facebook.com/GastonExtension/

NC State  University  is  dedicated  to equality  of opportunity. 
The  University  does  not condone  discrimination  against 
students, employees,  or  applicants  in any form.   NC  State 

commits itself to positive  action to secure  equal  opportunity 
regardless of  race, color, creed,  national  origin,  religion, sex, 

age, or  disability.  In addition, NC  State  welcomes 
all  persons without  regard  to sexual  orientation. 

Extension Master GardenerSM Volunteers are 
members of the local community who take an 
active interest in their lawns, trees, shrubs, 
flowers, and gardens. They are enthusiastic, 
willing to learn and help others, and able to 
communicate with diverse groups of people. 

What really sets EMG Volunteers apart from 
other home gardeners is their special training in 
horticulture and willingness to educate others. In 
exchange for their training, persons who become 
EMG Volunteers contribute time, working 
through their Cooperative Extension office to 
provide horticultural-related information to the 
public. 

Is the Extension Master Gardener 
Volunteer Program for you? 

To help you decide if you should apply, ask 
yourself these questions. 

● Do I want to learn more about the culture
and maintenance of many types of plants?

● Am I eager to participate in a practical and
intense training program?

● Do I look forward to sharing my
knowledge with people in my community?

● Do I have enough time to attend training
and to complete the volunteer service?

If you answered yes to these questions, the EMG 
program could be for you.

Why should I join the Extension 
Master Gardener Group of Gaston 
County (MGGGC)?

This Master Gardener group began in 1992 
with 23 members dedicated to fellowship, 
sharing of information, education and 
community enhancement, all related to 
gardening. Today the group has 123+ 
members and the goals are much the same. 
After completion of the Extension Master 
Gardener course of study, you are eligible 
to join the MGGGC. This group of 
Extension-trained volunteers enjoy garden 
related monthly programs, planned 
volunteer community outreach, as well as 
local and regional travel.

mailto:julie_flowers@ncsu.edu



