
 

 

Gaston Grower Spotlight September 2022 

The Pumpkin Buffet 

 

Deer Damage in Pumpkins 

 
People aren't the only creatures excited about pumpkin spice season. Deer like to eat 
pumpkins this time of year. As if squash vine borer, and pickleworm aren't enough for 
growers to worry about. Deer at high enough densities are capable of completely 
devastating a field of pumpkins. Pumpkins aren't at the top of the menu for late 
summer/fall food selection for deer, but it is a nutritious option for deer that happen 
upon a field. At times you will see damage where the skin is gnawed upon (pictured 
above), more often the animals will smash into the fruit to eat the flesh and seeds. 
These damages make an economic impact on growers throughout our state every year 



Deer Prevention  
 
Exclusion is the best method for farmers and gardeners for preventing white-tailed deer 
damage to crops. Fences higher than 8ft preferably 10ft will do well at keeping these 
agile hurdlers out of an area. Fencing for large fields is often not practical, however. 
Repellents may be useful but must be reapplied and are not effective against the deer if 
they are hungry. Deer become used to scare devices relatively quickly. Harvesting 
animals out of season to lower density can be done by the landowner with a 
depredation permit, in season this can be done with the appropriate license. For more 
information on depredation permits and regulations click the link at the bottom of this 
article. Gaston County has a high-density population of deer, making prevention a 
common concern amongst growers and gardeners.   

 

Pumpkin food plots?   
 

Hunting season is upon us and some may question if deer are eating pumpkins should I 
have planted this in my summer food plots. The answer is probably not, most summer 
plots consist of corn, soybeans, iron-clay cowpeas, sorghum, and sunflower. These 
crops provide more nutrition per acre. Pumpkins take a lot of space to grow and aren't 
tailored to grow well in a seed mix to increase the diversity of nutrition. Fall food plots 
with legumes, brassicas, and grains are more suitable for providing nutrition when less 
browse is available for deer in our area. There are links for food plot management 
posted below.  It is legal to bait deer in season in North Carolina, so it's fine to bust 
open pumpkins after Halloween in an area that is to be hunted. It is advised to not feed 
deer in more urban areas, composting is a better option for those looking to dispose of 
pumpkins.      
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Additional links below: 
 
 

• Minimizing Deer Damage 
• Wildlife Depredation 

• Food Plot Guide 
• Fall Micro-Plots 

 

https://ncextension.lt.acemlna.com/Prod/link-tracker?notrack=1&redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZnYXJkZW5pbmcuY2VzLm5jc3UuZWR1JTJGbWluaW1pemluZy1kZWVyLWRhbWFnZS1pbi1uYy1sYW5kc2NhcGVzJTJGJTIzJTNBJTdFJTNBdGV4dCUzRFRoZSUyNTIwbW9zdCUyNTIwZWZmZWN0aXZlJTI1MjBzdHJhdGVnaWVzJTI1MjBmb3IlMkNpZiUyNTIwb3RoZXIlMjUyMG9wdGlvbnMlMjUyMGFyZSUyNTIwYXZhaWxhYmxlLg==&sig=AmfPbK6iPNp6QeWEuEexyeCKh7tgGWtECsnpoVpCySwn&iat=1662750020&a=%7C%7C90313184%7C%7C&account=ncextension%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=0kCjGWc7RK3ZG%2FoL3kQSOFht4ik6P9xNvhsQ1FjqbGc%3D&s=b0a3edf9c4e6bb6197503675764ae5b1&i=10001A9452A47A108239
https://ncextension.lt.acemlna.com/Prod/link-tracker?notrack=1&redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cubmN3aWxkbGlmZS5vcmclMkZMaWNlbnNpbmclMkZSZWd1bGF0aW9ucyUyRk5vbmdhbWUtYW5kLU90aGVyLVJlZ3VsYXRpb25zJTJGV2lsZGxpZmUtRGVwcmVkYXRpb24lMjM1ODM2MzI3LXdpbGRsaWZlLXRha2VuLXdpdGgtYS1kZXByZWRhdGlvbi1wZXJtaXQ=&sig=HQvA2FsVW1ZdptC5RjtF5ByU1HK2XDFQnfWrhMPV6Yj5&iat=1662750020&a=%7C%7C90313184%7C%7C&account=ncextension%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=0kCjGWc7RK3ZG%2FoL3kQSOFht4ik6P9xNvhsQ1FjqbGc%3D&s=b0a3edf9c4e6bb6197503675764ae5b1&i=10001A9452A47A108240
https://ncextension.lt.acemlna.com/Prod/link-tracker?notrack=1&redirectUrl=aHR0cCUzQSUyRiUyRnd3dy5iZWFyc21hcnQuY29tJTJGZG9jcyUyRldpbGRsaWZlRm9vZFBsb3RzLnBkZg==&sig=7BTj7vmrQcJqwhWWVyYzM7GuHctHSw6pFsqwDGGV2SFD&iat=1662750020&a=%7C%7C90313184%7C%7C&account=ncextension%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=0kCjGWc7RK3ZG%2FoL3kQSOFht4ik6P9xNvhsQ1FjqbGc%3D&s=b0a3edf9c4e6bb6197503675764ae5b1&i=10001A9452A47A108241
https://ncextension.lt.acemlna.com/Prod/link-tracker?notrack=1&redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZnYXN0b24uY2VzLm5jc3UuZWR1JTJGMjAyMiUyRjA5JTJGZmFsbC1taWNyby1wbG90cy1mb3ItZGVlciUyRiUzRnNyYyUzRHJzcw==&sig=HAaNVXo9xZN8e5dVnS1D3aTiS6ELn96e39eSB1yw37Uw&iat=1662750020&a=%7C%7C90313184%7C%7C&account=ncextension%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=0kCjGWc7RK3ZG%2FoL3kQSOFht4ik6P9xNvhsQ1FjqbGc%3D&s=b0a3edf9c4e6bb6197503675764ae5b1&i=10001A9452A47A108242

