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If a tree falls in the forest and no one is
around does it make a sound? While
that question may still be up for debate
there is no debating how brutal our
summer storms have been at the start
of August. The high winds have caused
many issues for the trees that aren’t in
the forest but are in earshot of Gaston
County Residents. The pictures in this
spotlight are of a Red Maple that was
subject to one of our summer storm’s
devastating winds. This spotlight will
highlight how to best prevent this type
of damage to the trees around you.

Pruning for Prevention

Tree failure issues are best prevented through
proper structural pruning at a younger age. The
tree pictured to the left had multiple main stems
of similar size. The issue with leaving multiple
main stems on a tree as shown in the example is
that these main stems can grow together, this is
called a bark inclusion. Bark inclusions weaken
the structure of the tree. Selecting healthy
nursery stock with good structure and correcting
tree structure sooner could have prevented this
issue caused by the storm. A little time invested
in pruning a tree early in its life could save you
thousands in maintenance and property damage .
expenses as the tree matures. In the case of the N.C. A&T NC STATE
relatively young tree used as the example in this STATE UNIVERSITY UNIVERSITY
spotlight, with proper maintenance it can recover
from this damage. A larger tree would have a
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happy to assist you in |eal’ning how to give your State University, N.C. A&T State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and local
young trees the best start. It is always best governments cooperating.
before your larger trees sustain damage Gaston County Center, 1303 Dallas-Cherryville Hwy, Citizens Resource Center, Dallas, NC

28034

to contact a certified arborist to guide your
decisions for tree failure prevention


https://ncextension.lt.acemlna.com/Prod/link-tracker?notrack=1&redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cuaXNhLWFyYm9yLmNvbSUyRg%3D%3D&a=%7C%7C90313184%7C%7C&account=ncextension.activehosted.com&email=Qp5WiFNhy%2Ftgu3S5MwKYtUVOZ%2BoAWWC4VjxPxIlxVSWZ%3AoOytwBWaHIN3zoyNWqfjawvE%2FG%2FbvJGS&s=b0a3edf9c4e6bb6197503675764ae5b1&i=15925A15215A47A178090&sig=JCotAzFXbZMDSn7o7GxTpn2wzsKWwF1YyzSq6T4Q9PqR&iat=1692621846




